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requested to remain in office at the death of King Faisal, was
speedily convinced by conversations with King Ghazi that he did
not enjoy His Majesty's confidence.1 His resignation, tendered
October 28th, was immediately accepted to the great surprise
of political circles. It was apparent that the young monarch
desired not only a Cabinet amenable to his wishes but also a
Parliament of his own creation. He was persuaded, however,
by his British and 'Iraqi advisers against this course. Parliament
was not dissolved and the new ministry, although headed by
Jamil Beg Midfai, was less Nationalist in tinge than he had
desired.
On the whole, during the reign of King Ghazi the personal
power and influence of the Crown has tended to be less than
under the former regime. His Majesty's youth, his inexperience
and lack of training in statecraft have made it natural that he
should be forced to give more scope than his father to the men
about him, in his Palace and in the Cabinet, and to rely upon
their advice and that of His Britannic Majesty's representatives
at his Court. Thus few if any of the seven ministerial crises of the
reign seern directly traceable to His Majesty's influence but have
been due rather to discord within the Cabinets, as when Jamil Beg
Midfai resigned, February I3th, 1934, to lack of confidence to
meet emergencies, as at the time of the tribal revolts in March,
1935,2 or to military intervention as in the coup d'etat of October
s>gth, 1936.
On this last occasion, General Baqir Sidqf,* in charge of
army manoeuvres to the north-east of Baghdad, suddenly moved
the troops with the Air Force on the capital. In manifestoes
dropped from the air, he demanded in the name of the army
the dismissal of the Yasm Pasha ministry, with which 'the army
had lost patience' and the appointment of one 'composed of
1 See translation of Rashid *A1T$ letter of resignation, The Timest October
3oth, 1933.
a The Times, March X7th> 1935.
3 Baqir Sidpj: led the 'Iraqi forces against the Assyrians in 1933, when he won
great popularity and promotion. His campaigns in 1935 againtft the tribes added
to his reputation for military ability and ruthlessness*